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Color : Another major technological development was the introduction of natural color, 
which meant color that was photographically recorded from nature rather than added to 
black-and-white prints by hand-coloring, stencil-coloring or other arbitrary procedures, 
although the earliest processes typically yielded colors which were far from natural in 
appearance.citation needed While the advent of sound films quickly made silent films and 
theater musicians obsolete, color replaced black-and-white much more gradually.citation 
needed The pivotal innovation was the introduction of the three-strip version of the 
Technicolor process, first used for animated cartoons in 1932, then also for live-action short 
films and isolated sequences in a few feature films, then for an entire feature film, Becky 
Sharp, in 1935. The expense of the process was daunting, but favorable public response in 
the form of increased box office receipts usually justified the added cost. The number of 
films made in color slowly increased year after year. 


The impact of a reviewer on a given films box office performance is a matter of debate. 
Some observers claim that movie marketing in the 2000s is so intense, well-coordinated and 
well financed that reviewers cannot prevent a poorly written or filmed blockbuster from 
attaining market success. However, the cataclysmic failure of some heavily promoted films 
which were harshly reviewed, as well as the unexpected success of critically praised 
independent films indicates that extreme critical reactions can have considerable influence. 
Other observers note that positive film reviews have been shown to spark interest in little- 
known films. Conversely, there have been several films in which film companies have so 
little confidence that they refuse to give reviewers an advanced viewing to avoid widespread 
panning of the film. However, this usually backfires, as reviewers are wise to the tactic and 
warn the public that the film may not be worth seeing and the films often do poorly as a 
result. Journalist film critics are sometimes called film reviewers. Critics who take a more 
academic approach to films, through publishing in film journals and writing books about 


films using film theory or film studies approaches, study how film and filming techniques 
work, and what effect they have on people. Rather than having their reviews published in 
newspapers or appearing on television, their articles are published in scholarly journals or 
up-market magazines. They also tend to be affiliated with colleges or universities as 
professors or instructors. 


Since the introduction of digital video DV technology, the means of production have become 
more democratized. Filmmakers can conceivably shoot a film with a digital video camera 
and edit the film, create and edit the sound and music, and mix the final cut on a high-end 
home computer. However, while the means of production may be democratized, financing, 
distribution, and marketing remain difficult to accomplish outside the traditional system. 
Most independent filmmakers rely on film festivals to get their films noticed and sold for 
distribution. The arrival of internet-based video websites such as YouTube and Veoh has 
further changed the filmmaking landscape, enabling indie filmmakers to make their films 
available to the public. 
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